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NOMINATION CONFIRMATION OF ARTHUR E. SUMMERFIELD 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 1953 


Unrrep Srates SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON Post OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE, 
Washington, D.C. 

The committee met in executive session pursuant to call in room 135, 
Senate Office Building, at 10 a. m., Senator Frank Carlson, chairman, 
presiding. 

Present: Senators Carlson (chairman), Duff, Jenner, Cooper, Gris- 
wold, Purtell, Johnston, Neely, Pastore, Monroney, and Daniel. 

Also present: Senator Ferguson. 

The CHarrman. The committee will please come to order. 

We have met here this morning for the purpose of considering the 
name of Arthur E. Summerfield, Postmaster General-designate, whose 
name will be presented to the Senate by the President when he assumes 
oflice for the position of Postmaster General. Of course, it is our 
committee’s duty and obligation to meet and recommend or not recom- 
mend this name to the Senate of the United States for confirmation. 

Senator Ferguson. 


STATEMENT OF HON. HOMER FERGUSON, A UNITED STATES 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 


Senator Fercuson. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, 
Mr. Summerfield comes from the State of Michigan. I bring him to 
your committee this morning and highly recommend him as the Post- 
master General for the coming administration. I believe that he has 
all of the necessary qualifications to be the Postmaster General of the 
United States. I can vouch for his loyalty, honesty, and good repu- 
tation. He is a great citizen of the United States and the State of 
Michigan. I hope that his confirmation will come through. 

Thank you ver y much. 

The Cuarrman. There are no questions, Senator F erguson, 

Senator Jounston. I appreciate Senator Ferguson’s coming here 
and bringing with him Mr. Summerfield. I would like to say ‘that I 
talked with Mr. Summerfield and also with our chairman, suggesting 
that we have a meeting prior to the appointment. We all know that 
the appointment cannot be submitted until the President is sworn in, 
but to expedite matters we suggested that he come in order that we 
might have this record made. 

Senator Frrauson. I think it is well to have these hearings before 
January 20 because of the desire of the President to have his appoint- 
ments take effect on that day. I think it is a proper thing. 

The CuatrMan. Are there any further questions for Senator Fergu- 
son by any members of the committee ? 
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Senator, we appreciate very much your coming here and bringing 
ith you Mr. Summerfield. 

Senator Ferguson. You are entirely welcome. 

Senator Nreety. Could we ask Senator Ferguson to remain with us? 
Senator Frerevson. It is an executive session and if you desire me 
to return, I will return. 

The CuarrMan, I appreciate very much the kindness on the part 
of the members of this committee in coming to this session for this 
purpose. Mr. Summerfield is here and I want to state personally 
that it has been a pleasure to have known him for many years. It 
is a pleasure to have worked with him during the past year. I know 
something of his background as a businessman, as a leader and an 
organizer, and I feel very definitely that he will make an outstanding 
Postmaster General. 

Mr. Summerfield is here. He may make a statement, if the com- 
mittee wishes, or answer any quest ions. 

Senator Jounsron. I think it would probably be best that he make 
a statement. We all want to get acquainted with him. We do not 
know him quite as well as the chairman does. We will have a lot 
of business with him and we would like to know him just as well as 
possible. I think we would like for him to give us a little historical 
background of himself and his activities. 

Senator Coorer. I would like Mr. Summerfield to know that I must 
leave in a few minutes because the son of a close friend of mine is 
being buried in Arlington. He came back from Korea. 

I would like to say that I have known Mr. Summerfield for several 
years, I approve of his confirmation, and I will read the record care- 
fully. 

Senator Jounston. As far as J am concerned, my only interest is 
in making the record here. As far as the confirmation is concerned, I 
am for it. I feel this is the President’s appointment and I would have 
to find something very much wrong in order to vote against confirma- 
tion. I think that applies for the Republicans as well as the Demo- 
crats. 

The Cuarmman. Mr. Summerfield, you may proceed. 


V 
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STATEMENT OF ARTHUR E. SUMMERFIELD, CHAIRMAN, 
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE 


Mr. Summerrievp. Thank you, Senator Carlson and Senator John- 
ston. 

I am very grateful to every one of you for permitting me to appear 
before you this morning in order to facilitate the confirmation of the 
Cabinet in its entirety on Tuesday. I am anxious to begin my duties 
as early as possible and I am sure that those are the sentiments of the 
other Cabinet appointees designate. 

My name is Arthur E. Summerfield. I live in Flint, Mich., at 2952 
Parkside Drive. I was born on March 17, 1899, in Kent County, Mich. 
I have been a resident of Michigan my entire life. I am in the auto- 
mobile business presently in three communities in Michigan, they 
being Flint, Grand Rapids, and Clio. 

In conformity, I believe, with the usual practice, I have removed 
myself from the presidency of each of my companies. 

Senator Jounston. Would you name them ? 
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Mr. Summerriecp. The Summerfield Chevrolet Co. at Flint; the 
Friendly Chevrolet Co. of Grand Rapids, and the Davison Chevrolet 
Co. of Clio, Mich. These are closed corporations; my son and I own 
one of them; my son-in-law and I own another; and one of my oldest 
employees is now my partner in the third one. I have resigned as 
president of the Summerfield Chevrolet Co. and am now chairman of 
the board of directors. I have removed myself from the payroll of 
each of these companies. I have resigned from two additional com- 
panies, these being the Lumbermen’s Mutual Casu: alty Co. of Chicago, 
and the American Motorists’ Insurance Co. 

[ believe I am qualified to do an acceptable job as your Postmaster 
General. If the desire to work effectively and efficiently and make a 
contribution plays a material part in the results, I am sure that 
will be the case. 

I, of course, know little about the Department other than what 
knowledge I have acquired over the last 2 weeks since my designation, 
in what few hours I have had to make a brief study of the operations 
of the Department. 

[ recognized quickly—and I am sure every member of this commit- 
tee does, as you know much more about the Department than I do— 
that there is certainly room for improvement in nearly all levels of the 
operation of the Department. 

I think the selection of an able staff—and I believe you gentlemen 
will concur with me when I say that there will be an able staff; I am 
speaking now of the Deputy Postmaster General and the four Assist- 
ent Postmasters General—they will be completely acceptable to all 
of you gentlemen. I hope those who have not yet been appointed 
will measure up to the responsibilities of their offices. I hope we will 
have a team of fine, keen, experienced men who can work together 
with the committee in the Senate as well as with the committee in 
the House and the other committees with whom we will have to do 
business. 1 think, working together, we can make a genuine con- 
tributicn. That is my only desire. I would like to conclude my 
activities in public life and my associations with my party in a 

satisfactory, acceptable performance of the great honor that the 
President and—w ith your confirmation—the Senate has made possible. 

I appreciate your permitting me to come in this morning, and if 
there are questions I can answer, I will be very happy to do so. 

The CuarrmMan. Are there any questions, gentlemen ? 

Senator Neery. I have no questions. 

Senator Jounston. What positions did you hold in the Republican 
Party ? 

Mr. SUMMERFIELD. I am a member of the Republican National Com- 
mitee, and I will be until Saturday afternoon of this week the chair- 
man of that organization. I have been a member of its finance com- 
mittee for quite a number of years—I believe eight. 

Senator Jounston. Personally, I never did raise as much objection 
as some people to having the chairman of the national party as Post- 
master General. I think one of the best we had was alee He made 
a good Postmaster General and that is the main thing I am interested in. 

The CuatrMan. I would like to concur in that. I think Jim Farley 
is one of the men who has done a real service in the Post Office 
Department. 
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Mr. SuMMERFIEI 
mine. 
Senator GRISWOLD resigning from the committee itself ? 


Are } 
Mr. SumMeErRFIELD. Not from the committee itself. 

Y< 

| 

i 


happens to be a eood friend of 


Senator GRISWOLD ul are resigning as chairman / 

Mr. SUMMERFIELD it is correct, sir. I am doing that feeling 
that I would be unable to do justice to either one of them, were I to 
remain in both capacities 

The Cuarrman. Are there any further questions ? 


Senator Dut Iw t |il put on the record that I have known 
Arthur Summerheld for a tone while. I t hink he isa conspicuously 
vo0od appon tment, and I t to go on re ord as saving that I feel 
o, and I am positive that he will work with us efliciently and in 
reatest svmpathy with the desires of the committee. 


Senator JenNER. I would likewise like to say on the record that I 
ve been acquainted with Arthur Summerfield for many years, and 
ave been associated with him in political activities. I know him as 
\ e man of high har ter and int egrity, a successful man, an 


reanizer, and I want to go along with the confirmation of the 


nination. 

Senator Purren.. I do not have the knowledge of which others have 
spoken, but I do know something about him, and I am happy to know 
he is going to be our Postmaster General, and I know the people 
he cOuUnTrY will be happy to have him in that position. 

Senator JeEnNeER. I think the record might show, Mr. Chairman, 
that Mr. Summerfield is a married man, and his family, I think, should 

inthe record. I saw them last night on television, and that is why 
I mention them. 

Mr. SumMerrievp. I am glad to tell you about my family. I am 
ery proud of them, of course. Mrs. Summerfield and I have two 

ldren: a daughter, who is now Mrs. William C. Davison, and living 
in Flint, Mich., and we have a son, Arthur Summerfield. Jr. I think 
many of you men happen to know him. They each have two children, 
ceiving us four grandchildren. Of course, I might add that that is 
one of the diffic ult parts about this business, it does take you away from 
your family. You have «all the fun with your grandchildren that 
you did with your own, and you don’t have the responsibility. 

I am very proud of our family. They are very lovely youngsters, 
and I hope that they will all have an opportunity to meet you gentle- 
men and you will have a chance to meet them and to come to know 
them. Both our son and dieantabier and their husband and wife will 
be here, of course, for the inauguration. 

The Cmarrman. Are there any further questions or statements? 

Senator Griswotp. How did you get into the automobile business, 
Mr. Summerfield, and at what age? 

Mr. Summerrievp. It was in the fall of 1929. As it happened, 
several years before I had spoken to the Chevrolet sales manager. 

The CrHarrmMan. 1929 introduced a historical period. 

Mr. SUMMERFIELD. Yes. 

Someone said to me the other day, “You know, the Post Office De- 
partment has a deficit.” 

I said, “Yes.” 


“What are you going to do about that ?” 
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I said, “Having started in the automobile business in 1929, I am 
rather schooled in the handling of deficits.” 

I built a building for a Chevrolet dealer in the early 1920’s in Flint. 
That is when the automobile business was not profitable. I came to 
know the dealer and got rather close to the business, watching it 
through turbulent and difficult times in the late 1920’s. Later, he 
went out of business. 

I had spoken to the assistant sales manager of Chevrolet one evening 
at a dinner party and said that some day when there was a C hevrolet 
agency available in that area that I would like to be considered. The 
business always seemed to fascinate me, particularly since I had 
gotten close to it through this building operation, One day he told 
me, “I understand you are interested in an agency. 

I said, “Yes.” 

He said, “Come on down to Chevrolet and bring your pen. 

I went down and I found that my tenant had given up his fran- 
chise. Anyway, they gave it tome. Itseems to me I recall that some- 
thing happense in the stock market that year and I might say that 
it was a very, very diflicult period, those first several years, in the 
automobile business. 

Senator Jounsron. What business were you in before you went into 
the automobile business in 1929 ¢ 

Mr. Summerrie.tp. The real-estate business and the oil business. I 
was in the oil distributing business. My father and I built that busi- 
ness. I guess we were the first distributors the Pure Oil Co. had in 
Michigan. I have a few real-estate holdings, a few investments, and 
the automobile business. 

The Cuairman. Are there any further questions ? 

Senator Pasrors. You say you have separated yourself from official- 
dom in these companies so there would be no conflict. between your 
position as Postmaster General and any business the companies might 
do with the United States Government. Have you been doing business 
with the United States Government ¢ 

Mr. SummMerrietp. No; but I did not know whether any of the insur- 
ance companies were doing business with the Government. 

I retain my holdings in each of these automobile sales companies 
because they are closed corporations, but I have removed myself from 
the payrolls of two of them. I never did take a salary from the 
smaller one. 

Senator Jounston. Were you a director, or did you hold an official 
position of any kind? 

Mr. Summerrievp. I was president of each. I resigned presidency 
of Summerfield Chevrolet and my son succeeds me. 

Senator Monroney. I think the Postmaster General-designate has 
leaned over backward to divorce himself from any contact with the 
Government. I do not know what mneneet, except as a mail user, an 
independent Chevrolet company could have. For the record, how- 
ever, I think it might be well to inquire about a point which I am sure 
vou have already covered by implication: There is no diree torship or 
other official position that _ hold in any airline or steamship line 
or railroad line which might be doing business with the Post Office 
Department on a large scale ? 








6 NOMINATION CONFIRMATION OF ARTHUR E. SUMMERFIELD 


Mr. Summerrtetp. That is correct, sir. I have no connection in 
any way with any of those industries. 

The CuatrmMan. Are there any other questions? If not, we will 
excuse the Postmaster General-designate and Senator Ferguson. 

(At this point Senator Ferguson and Mr. Summerfield retired from 
the committee room. ) 

Senator Jounsron. Can we not handle this as we have in the past? 

The Cuarrman. Do you mean to authorize me to report this name, 
with a favorable recommendation of the committee, when the name 
has been submitted ? 

Senator Jounsron. Yes. 

Senator JENNER. I so move. 

Senator Jounston. I second the motion. 

The Cuarmman. You authorize me to report the name favorably 
from this committee after the name has been presented by the 
President. 

The committee clerk not being present, I will call the roll. 

Senator Duff. 

Senator Durr. Aye. 

The Cuamman. Senator Griswold. 

Senator Grisworp. Aye. 

The Carman. Senator Jenner. 

Senator JENNER. Aye. 

The CHarrMan. Senator Purtell. 

Senator Purreti. Aye. 

The CuatrmMan. Senator Johnston. 

Senator JOHNSTON. Aye. 

The CnarrMan. Senator Neely. 

Senator Nreety. Aye. 

The CHatrMAN. Senator Pastore. 

Senator Pastore. Aye. 

The CuHatrMan. Senator Monroney. 

Senator Monroney. Aye. 

The CHatrMan. Senator Daniel. 

Senator Danret. Aye. 

The Cuatrman. The Chair wants to be recorded as voting aye and 
Senator Cooper said he would like to have his vote recorded favorably. 

Gentlemen, I appreciate very much your doing this. We hope to 
continue to operate this committee on a very friendly and very 
fair basis. 

(Whereupon, at 10:55 a. m., the committee recessed to reconvene 
at the call of the chairman.) 


x 





